
West and Central Africa: Weekly Regional Humanitarian Snapshot (20 - 26 March 2018)

CENTRAL AFRICAN REPUBLIC

The Ministry of Public Health on 17 March 

declared an outbreak of Monkeypox. Eight 

cases have been reported, all from Ippy in the 

central Ouaka prefecture. Three confirmed 

cases are quarantined at the main hospital in 

the eastern Bria town. Humanitarian actors in 

Ippy are supporting the local health centre to 

expand isolation capacity and medicine 

stocks. Monkeypox previously erupted in 

September 2016 in Basse-Kotto prefecture 

and was declared over four months later.

CHAD

The first multisector needs assessment in 20 

sites hosting displaced people in Ngouboua

sub-prefecture in the western Lac region 

found that water, sanitation and hygiene 

services as well as health, food and basic 

household items are the main requirements. 

The evaluation is the second in a cycle of 

multisector assessments initially launched in 

November 2017. Previous assessments in 

three other localities identified 11 sites in a 

critical situation requiring emergency 

multisector assistance. The final assessment 

of the series is being prepared and will be 

conducted on Lake Chad islands around 

Kangalom area.

DR CONGO

Around 450 measles cases have been 

reported in Haut Katanga, 64 per cent of 

which in the provincial capital Lubumbashi. 

Health experts attribute the outbreak to low 

vaccination coverage. The cases are almost 

eight times as many as those registered in the 

same period in 2017 (56 cases). Due to lack 

of resources and vaccines for a mass 

vaccination campaign, the authorities plan to 

target only the affected people.
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Armed men kidnapped three aid workers on 

22 March in Mopti. They were seized after 

the attackers stopped a public transport 

vehicle in which they were travelling. 

Separately in the central Segou region, a 

local NGO worker was killed in his house on 

20 March. The motive behind the act 

remains unclear. In Taoudénit, attackers on 

19 March robbed two mobile health teams, 

forcing the NGO carrying out the operation 

to suspend work in the region.

NIGER

Some 8,432 people have been displaced by 

attacks and insecurity in the western 

Tillabéry region since the end of December 

2017, according to the Protection Cluster. 

More than 40,000 people in 43 villages in the 

region could be displaced if the security 

situation worsens, the cluster reports.

NIGERIA

The UN and partners on 19 March resumed 

operations in Rann town in Borno state after 

they were suspended following the 1 March 

armed attack in which three aid workers 

were killed and three others abducted. Camp 

management, displacement tracking and 

medical services have restarted. Around 

80,000 people, including 55,000 internally 

displaced persons, live in Rann and mainly 

rely on humanitarian assistance for survival.
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